GAS JOURNAL 


VOL. 262. No. 4539 


THE TENBY MEETING 


HE programme for the 45th Annual Meeting of the 

Wales and Monmouthshire Association of Gas Engi- 

neers and Managers at Tenby constituted a record, 
both technically and socially. A Presidential Address and 
15 papers—of which only seven could be presented in 
the time available—in addition to routine reports, accounts, 
and election of officers, and a special resolution on the 
future status of the Association, made the occasion more 
than a ‘ miniature’ Institution meeting. To preserve the 
traditional balance between work and play, the whole 
day’s meeting was preceded by a whole day’s round of 
golf, bowls, sea and coach trips. Each evening there was 
a dinner-dance, and the official luncheon was sandwiched 
between the morning and afternoon sittings. Since the 
death of Mr. Joe Sadler in 1947, the Association has 
been without a Social Secretary—a post genially filled by 
Mr. Sadler for 25 years, though he was never formally 
appointed nor did his name appear on the list of officers 
—and an increasing burden has fallen on the Secretary. 
In Mr. K. E. Tiddy’s case he has been able to rely on 
the co-operation of Mr. Darrell Rees, who succeeded to 
the Presidency after a few years as Secretary. The meet- 
ing was an undoubted success, but we are not sure that 
the programme was not a little too heavy for an Associa- 
tion whose members were already studying the Institution 
agenda. 


The short paper session was an innovation. It gave 
opportunity of discussing day-to-day gasworks problems 
which could not have been covered so effectively in full- 
length papers, but it was a great pity that copies of them 
all were not available at least by the time the meeting 
began. Someone said the paperettes would have lost their 
spontaneity, but the advantage of having them on paper 
would have outweighed such a loss. Having been elected 
Honorary Members a year ago, the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman of the Wales Gas Board were there in their 
own right. Other members of the board were there too; 
a full meeting of the board at Tenby synchronised con- 
veniently with the opening day of the meeting. The Gas 
Engineers’ National Guild also met; meetings of one sort 
or another seemed, in fact, to be in session all the time. 
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Mr. Darrell Rees had an advantage over some of his 
predecessors in that he was able to prepare his Presidential 
Address after 12 months’ experience of nationalisation. 
The change in ownership, in Wales at all events, although 
it may have caused anxiety and apprehension at the time, 
has smoothed itself out and in Mr. Rees’s view the ad- 
ministration of the industry is bound with far less red 
tape than was originally envisaged and there is more con- 
trol in the hands of the individual engineer than he had 
thought would be the case. The group system, peculiar 
to Wales yet probably quite unsuitable for any other area, 
is a sound one, whereby every member of the group has 
some say in the running of his undertaking and is in a 
position to give and accept advice from his engineering 
colleagues. The undertaking for which Mr. Rees is 


responsible serves the townships of Pembroke and Pem- 
broke Dock, the former an ancient borough of which he 


is an Alderman, and the latter a comparatively new town 
which started to develop early last century when the naval 
dockyard was established and became a ‘ depressed area ” 
in 1926 when the dockyard was closed down. In its 97 
years’ history the undertaking has had varied fortunes. 
It suffered severely from enemy action in 1941, but by 
vesting day it had recovered its position as a prosperous 
undertaking in first-class condition. The population of 
the county is on the decline; in the Borough of Pembroke 
alone it is 30% less than it was 18 years ago. Gas supplies 
and other amenities are planned for a greater population 
than at present exists and for a reduced population to 
have to continue payment for these services proves a 
heavy burden. Mr. Rees hopes for an industrial revolu- 
tion in Pembrokeshire and took the opportunity of inviting 
the contracting and appliance manufacturing side of the 
industry to consider the erection of new factories in the 
area. 


ACCIDENTAL 


F late, considerable attention has rightly been 
QO focused on accident prevention; and there is no 
doubt that with care and attention and good organi- 
sation much unnecessary suffering and wasted labour could 


be avoided. In regard to accidents in gasworks one of the 
most useful discussions we have recently encountered was 
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engendered by a thoughtful paper given to the Eastern 
District of the Southern Association of Gas Engineers 
and Managers by Mr. F. A. Sanders, Works Superinten- 
dent at the East Greenwich station of the South Eastern 
Gas Board (Journal of May 10 and 17). Mr. Sanders’ 
paper is the outcome of a long and serious examination 
of the causes and frequency of accidents in gasworks, 
and though some of the conclusions are more confirma- 
tory of general evidence than strikingly novel they are 
none the less important on this account. There are many 
minor causes of accidents and there are some major 
causes. In an age of specialisation, observation, and 
microscopic examination one hesitates as a layman to put 
one’s thoughts into writing But to our minds graphs and 
decimal points are not a substitute for common-sense; and, 
broadly, two or three factors in accident prevention stand 
out. They are human factors. There is the individual’s 
proneness to accidents. We have all heard of the cry of 
the domestic help of a bygone era that ‘It broke in me 
"and, mum’; accident proneness and maybe clumsiness, 
carelessness, or lack of concentration. And we all know 
that some people have hands which cannot handle delicate 
laboratory glassware; they should not be let loose among 
pipettes and flasks and beakers. There is another human 
factor in that domestic worry causes accidents, and there 
‘are other human causes. Mr. Sanders shows how, after 
the Christmas festivities, workers are apt to fall down at 
East Greenwich. Knowing the austere régime of the 
former South Metropolitan Gas Company we can only 
put this result down to the aftermath of simple joy. It 
was, however, mentioned during the discussion that this 
tendency to accidents immediately after Christmas is a 
marked and a universal phenomenon. A further factor 
is the incidence of strain due to social conditions, wars, 
and so on. 


The individual worker, by the exercise of thoughtfulness, 
not only for his own welfare but for the welfare of his 
fellow beings, can do much to minimise accidents. 
Responsibility, of course, falls on the management. The 
management has a duty to provide to the best of its ability 
against accidents by the provision of good lighting, ade- 
quate safety guards for moving machinery, handrails, 
safe stairways, and so on. In the discussion on Mr. 
Sanders’ paper the Deputy Chief Inspector of Factories 
urged that constant supervision, training, and education 
throughout the works should be placed on a proper basis 
and that every management should ensure that a sound 
safety programme was established and functioning effec- 
tively and efficiently at all times. In the larger works, he 
said, this would entail the appointment of trained per- 
sonnel to advise on safety work at all levels and the 
establishment of democratically elected committees to 
discuss and consider safety in all its aspects. We believe 
that in this regard the gas industry does not Jag behind 
other industries, and we have in particular been impressed 
over many years by the sterling work of the old South 
Metropolitan, whose approach to the problem was at once 
vigorous and effective. But there is still need for a check- 
up in some places. For instance, we were informed that 
a recent explosion in a gasworks was traceable to a naked 
light in the exhauster house. This, of course, does not 
make commonsense. 
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THE COMMON POOL 


EVER in the long history of the gas industry was 
N it more important than it is in these early days 

of nationalisation that those happy relationships 
which have so long existed between the supply side and 
the contracting and appliance manufacturing side should 
be fostered. The 45th annual report of the Council of 
the Society of British Gas Industries, which we summarise 
elsewhere in this issue, bears witness to the great and 
important contributions which each side has made to the 
common pool of progress—contributions times without 
number made in close co-operation—and stresses the essen- 
tial need for continued and ever closer co-operation. With 
one side nationalised and the other continuing to function, 
not without success, under private enterprise there will 
inevitably be changes which will ultimately and probably 
increasingly affect the members of the S.B.G.I. as time 
goes on. ‘Looking to the future,’ says the report, ‘it 
does seem essential above all that incentive should be 
preserved and that members should continue to receive 
recognition that in their own sphere of contracting and 
manufacturing activity they possess a know-how which is 
irreplaceable. Their anxiety is to serve the nationalised 
industry loyally and well, and their conviction is with the 
goodwill that exists on all sides that in a spirit of enter- 
prise further notable progress to the common good will 
be made.’ 


The report notes ‘an air of free enterprise’ about the 
new structure of the gas supply industry, but anticipates 
that where hitherto in the industry joint committees, often 
without powers, have been called upon to act, in future 
concentration both of authority and responsibility may 
well lead to clearer definition on the side of the nationalised 
industry. We miss specific references to joint committees 
of the former British Gas Council and the S.B.G.I. on 
matters concerning domestic and industrial appliances. 
Probably, as such, they have ceased to function, but the 
whole report indicates that the Society’s Council is holding 
itself in a state of readiness to meet whatever situations 
may emerge from the development of policies consequent 
on nationalisation. 


So far as home trade is concerned, the opening of a 
new chapter in the industry’s history has given rise to a 
number of adjustments but their incidence has caused no 
notable interference with work in progress or with the 
placing of orders against future requirements; indeed it 
is gratifying to record how little disturbance there has 

een in the flow of work for the gas industry. Purchase 
tax is again blamed for keeping the production of water 
and space heating appliances below a level that is economic 
for the manufacturer and adequate to the needs of the 
consumer, but generally the production of consumer 
appliances was either maintained or increased during the 
year. In regard to plant, steel allocations are reported 
to have been adequate for the progress of work in hand 
and there was an improvement in deliveries of silica 
refractories which until recently had been causing anxiety. 
The steel distribution scheme under which most British 
steel-consuming industries had their supplies allocated by 
the Government, came to an end last week, but the relaxa- 
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tion is not likely to have any immediate effect on the 
activities of gasworks contractors and makers of appli- 
ances. Sheet steel and tinplate, which together amount 
to under one-fifth of the total steel production, are ex- 
cepted from the new order, and the makers of meters and 
cookers will therefore still have their supplies controlled. 


COOKERS FOR SALE 


WE mentioned in these pages a fortnight ago the possibility of 
an intensified effort by the electrical industry to offset the hold 
which our own industry has established in the field of canteen 
cooking. An interesting sidelight on competition in the sales 
of cookers is cast by a recent advertisement in the Radio 
Times. This offered a standard electric cooker on hire purchase 
at 2s. a week qualified by the statement: ‘ Easy purchase terms 
in most districts—some areas slightly less, others more. Apply 
to your local Electricity Service Centre.’ An investigation made 
on behalf of private retailers of electrical appliances, dis- 
turbed by this link-up between manufacturer and the British 
Electricity Board, showed that the area boards were acquiescent 
in giving prior approval to the advertisement. Commenting on 
this, the Electrical Review says that the boards are realising 
that the expanding manufacturing facilities of electric cooker 
makers are not matched by existing selling arrangements; 
cookers are piling up. Evidence of this has been provided by 
Mr. E. R. Wilkinson, Commercial Manager of the B.E.A., who 
said recently that the gas industry is disposing of three or four 
times as many cookers as the electrical industry. The Electrical 
Review goes on to say that the boards are evolving hire pur- 
chase terms as close as possible to those extended by the gas 
industry. These are signs of the times to be noted with care. 


THE DOMESTIC LOAD 


In the foregoing we have mentioned the possibility of a con- 
certed effort by the electrical industry to extend its sales of 
electric cookers. The doubtful wisdom of such a course in 
times of load shedding has been indicated in some forthright 
comments made by the Chairman of the South Western Gas 
Board, Mr. C. H. Chester, in a recent address to the South 
Western Regional Board for Industry. Mr. Chester took as 
his theme the part that the gas industry can play, and is playing. 
in the avoidance of such inconveniences as load spreading and 
shedding. The principal contribution, he said, which electri- 
city can make to industry is in the form of motive power, in 
contrast to the gas industry which provides heat in many 
forms at a lower cost and without peak problems. Domestic 
loads, he added, should not be subsidised by industrial loads. 
In his opinion it should be made very clear that if electricity 
chases a lot of domestic business and unremunerative loads, 
such as cooker hotplates, in order to balance their industriai 
load, then industry would subsidise domestic business on a 
large scale. The installation of either gas or electricity for 
. cooking was generally followed by the water heating and space 
heating load. In this respect, the gas industry had little 
to fear; it could absorb readily all the cooking, water-heating, 
and space load available without any inconvenience to anyone. 
The South Western area, Mr. Chester concluded, was con- 
fidently expecting a rapid increase in the domestic load and 
was arranging accordingly. 


Personal 


Mr. A. G. Higgins, Assistant Secretary, Institution of Gas 
Engineers, was elected a member of Council of the Illuminating 
Engineering Society at the annual general meeting held at 
Buxton this month. 


> <> > 


Mr. G. C. Wood, Senior Technical Assistant, 
District, has been appointed District Manager, Grangemouth 
District, Scottish Gas Board. The board also announces the 
appointment of Mr. W. Forsyth, Assistant Manager, Renfrew 
District, to be District Manager, “Auchinleck District. 


Dunfermline 
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Sir Ernest Smith, c.B.£., D.sc., has changed his London office 
address from Shell Mex House to Room 87, Queen Anne’s 
Chambers, 2nd Floor, 28, Broadway, London, S.W.1. (Tele- 
phone: Whitehall 7010, Ext. 107.) 


> <> > 


Mr. C. B. Woodley was on May 20 presented at a luncheon 
of the Council of the British Association of Chemists with a 
cheque, to which members in this country and overseas have 
subscribed, to mark the completion of his 25 years of service 
as General Secretary. The presentation was made by Dr. 
Herbert Levinstein, the President. A handsome silver bowl has 
also been presented to Mr. Woodley by a member. 


> > > 


WEST MIDLANDS APPOINTMENTS 


The West Midlands Gas Board has announced the following 
appointments :— 

E. S. Willatt, City Treasurer’s Department, Stoke-on-Trent, 
to be Accountancy Assistant, North Staffs. Division; L. H. 
Bradley, Deputy Chief Accountant, Birmingham District, to be 
Divisional Accountant, Birmingham Division; A. Wilkinson, 
Town Clerk’s Department, Leek Urban District Council, to” fang 
Senior Audit Assistant, Warwickshire Division; E. F. Smi 
Clerk of Works, Holland, Hannen and Cubitts, Wallsend, to _ 
Clerk of Works, Smethwick District (temporary appointment); 
R. W. Nelson, Distributing Engineer, to be Distributing Engi- 
neer, Birmingham District; J. F. Peek, Technical Assistant, 
Rugby District, to be Shift Engineer, Coventry District; 
A. Broomhead, English Electric Co., Rugby, to be Structural 
Engineering Assistant, Coventry District; J. Shepherd, draughts- 
man, Armstrong Siddeley, Ltd., to be Structural Engineering 
Assistant, Coventry District; and S. G. Sayers, clerk-in-charge, 
Redditch, to be Chief Clerk, Redditch/Bromsgrove Group. 


Diary 


June 2.—London and Southern Junior Gas Association: Annual 
General Meeting. Lecture Theatre, 178/180, 
Edgware Road, W.2. 7 p.m. 

June 5-9.—Institution of Gas Engineers: Annual General Meet- 
ing, Bournemouth. For detailed programme see 
Journal of May 10 (p. 369). 

June 6.—Gas Engineers’ National Guild——Annual General 
Meeting, Town Hall, Bournemouth, 5.15 p.m. 

June 10.—Scottish Junior Gas Association (Eastern District): 
Annual Outing, Galashiels. 

June 12.—N.A.L.G.O. Gas Members : Conference, Eastbourne, 
9.30 a.m. 

June 14.—Southern Gas Consultative Council—Grand Hotel, 
Fir Vale Road, Bournemouth, 11 a.m. 

June 14.—Manchester District Junior Association of Gas Engi- 
neers: Ladies’ Day. Visit to the works of the 
Derbyshire Silica Fire Brick Company. 

June 14.—National Benzole Association: Annual General 
Meeting. Wellington House, Buckingham Gate, 
S.W.1. 3.45 p.m. 

June 15.—Midland Junior Gas Association: Ladies’ Day. 


June 15-16.—Gas Council: Home Service Conference, Gas 
Industry House, 2 p.m., on June 15; 10 a.m., 
June 16. 


24.—London and Southern Junior Gas_ Association: 
Summer Visit and Ladies’ Day, Brighton. 


June 24.—Western Junior Gas Association: Summer Meeting 
and Ladies’ Day, Bath. 


June 24.—Wales and Monmouthshire Junior Gas Association: 
Ladies’ Day, Weston and Cheddar. 


June 30.—Northern Junior Gas Association: Annual General 
Meeting, West Hartlepool. 


June 30.—Waverley Association of Gas Managers: Annual 
Meeting, Edinburgh. 

July 14.—South Western Gas Consultative Council: Meeting, 
Taunton, 11 a.m. 


July 17.—Eastern Gas Consultative Council: Connaught 
Rooms, Great Queen Street, W.C.2. 2 p.m. 


Sept. 5-7.—Irish Gas Association: Annual Meeting, Limerick. 


June 
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Wales and Monmouthshire Association 
Annual Meeting at Tenby 


HE Forty-Fifth Annual General Meeting of the Wales and Monmouth- 
shire Association of Gas Engineers and Managers was held at Tenby on 
May 19 under the Presidency of Mr. Darrell W. Rees, M.B.E., Engineer 
and Manager of the Pembroke undertaking. An all-day meeting was pre- 
ceded by a day of golf, bowls, sea and coach trips. and the meeting day ended 
with a dinner-dance at the Royal Gate House Hotel, where the official luncheon 


had been held earlier in the day. 


The President, in opening the meeting, 
extended a warm welcome to Mr. C. H. 
Chester, 0.B.E., President of the Institu- 
tion of Gas Engineers; Alderman J. S. 
James, Mayor of Pembroke; Mr. J. S. 
Smith, Ministry of Fuel and Power; 
Alderman J. E. Emanuel, member of the 
Wales Gas Board; and Mr. F. G. Brook- 
man, who retired recently from the posi- 
tion of Engineer and Manager of the 
former Tenby Gas Company. There were 
apologies and good wishes from Mr. 
R. N. Quirk, Ministry of Fuel and 
Power; Colonel H. C. Smith, Deputy 
Chairman of the Gas Council; Mr. R. J. 
Auckland (Cardiff); and the Presidents 
and Secretaries of the sister District 
Associations. 


The Secretary (Mr. K. E. Tiddy, Car- 
marthen) presented the annual report, 
which recorded a net increase of 16 in 
the total membership of the Association, 
now standing at 219. The report was 
adopted on the proposition of Mr. 
G. Fitton (Neath), as also was the state- 
ment of accounts which had been circu- 
lated in advance of the meeting. 


The report of the Octavius Thomas 
Memorial Fund, showing a small increase 
in respect of interest for the year, was 
adopted on the proposition of Mr. A. E. 
Pask (Monmouth), seconded by Mr. D. I. 
Rowlands (East Glamorgan Group). 


There was also a small increase in the 
amount standing to the credit of the 
H. D. Madden Memorial Fund. It had 
been intended to utilise this fund for 
the purpose of a presidential badge, but 
in view of the fact that the Association 
was about to become a District Section 
of the Institution the intention now was 
to acquire a badge suitable for the Ohair- 
man of the Section. The report was 
adopted on the proposition of Mr. Pask, 
seconded by Mr. D. T. Phillips (Moun- 
tain Ash). 


Mr. J. F. Lloyd (Wrexham) proposed 
aud Mr. H. Maycock (Holywell, Ruthin, 
Flint Group) seconded the election of 
Mr. T. S. Ricketts (Assistant Area Dis- 
tribution Engineer) as a Member, and 
Mr. H. Parry Jones (Llangollen) as an 
Associate Member. 


District Section 


The President said the auestion of the 
Association seeking to become a District 
Section of the Institution of Gas Engi- 
meers had received the consideration of 
the Council for a year or two and mem- 
bers had been kept informed of the 
developments in that direction. Draft 
rules in an almost final form had beer 
circulated prior to the meeting, and no 
cbjections had been received. One matter 


of considerable importance to the Wales 
and Monmouthshire Association, and 
indeed to all the District Associations, 
was that there was a safeguard that every 
present member should be accepted into 
some form of membership of the District 
Section. As President of the Association 
he moved formally that the Association 
should resolve itself into the Wales and 
Monmouthshire Section of the Institu- 
tion. 


Mr. J. Powdrill (Pontypool), in second- 
ing, said that the Association had pro- 
gressively adapted itself to the needs of 
the times, and the step now proposed 
could not but strengthen the orgamisa- 
tion. The Council had never in _ his 
recollection been more in accord than on 
this question. 


The resolution was carried without 
discussion. 


Election of Officers 


On the proposition of the President, 
seconded by Mr. A. Pickard (Llanelly), 
Mr. Powdrill was unanimously elected 
President. Mr. D. E. West (Aberdare) 
proposed, and Mr. R. L. Aspinall 
seconded, the election of Mr. Pickard as 
Senior Vice-President; and Mr. W. Mor- 
land Fox proposed and Mr. J. H. Daniels 
(Milford Haven) seconded the election 
of Mr. H. Maycock as Junior Vice- 
President. 


Messrs. O. P. Cronshaw, A. H. Dyer, 
and E. M. Edwards were elected mem- 
bers of the Council. Mr. J. H. Canning’ 
(Newport) was re-elected Hon. Treasurer, 
and a letter was sent to him expressing 
regret at his illness and good wishes for 
the future. Mr. K. E. Tiddy was re- 
elected Hon. Secretary; and Mr. J. F. 
Rust (Newport) and Mr. J. H. Chapman 
(Swansea) were re-elected Auditors. 


It was agreed to subscribe the usual 
sum of 20 guineas to the Benevolent 
Fund of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 


Mr. C. H. Chester, President of the 
Institution and Chairman of the Benevo- 
lent Fund, said he was deeply sensible of 
their continued support and he fully 
endorsed the President’s remark that the 
contribution was to be measured not 
only by its amount but by the spirit 
behind it—a spirit that had been personi- 
fied by those two great men, Octavius 
Thomas and Madden, whose 
memory was honoured and preserved by 
the Memorial Funds to which reference 
had already been made. He _ compli- 
mented the Association also on the sup- 
port and encouragement given to the 
juniors. 


The Institution Benevolent Fund, added 
Mr. Chester, had this year launched into 


a new venture by subscribing £1,000 to 
ithe Crossways Trust, set up under the 
Nuffield Trust, for the assistance of mem- 
bers of professional institutions and their 
wives. The Institution Benevolent Fund 
had joined with seven or eight other 
professional bodies in the acquisition of 
suitable homes in which there was private 
accommodation for people in their old 
age. In respect of its contribution of 
£1,000 the Fund was entitled to one 
nomination, and the Council would wel- 
come any recommendations which the 
Association felt it proper to submit. 


Tributes to Mr. Darrell Rees 


Mr. Darrell Rees then presented his 
Presidential Address, which will be pub- 
lished in a Jater issue of the Journal. 


Mr. W. Clark Jackson (Chairman, 
Pembrokeshire Group), proposing a vote 
of thanks for the address, said Mr. Dar- 
rell Rees was the third of his old pupils 
to pass through the Presidential chair, 
the earlier two having been Mr. E. M. 
Edwards, now a member of the Wales 
Gas Board, and Mr. F. Dupont, of 
Brecon. Mr. Rees was a man of great 
versatility—an engineer and manager in 
the gas industry, an administrator in 
public life, and a great golfer. Anyone 
who had followed his career as he had 
done must agree that the manmer in 
which he had applied himself to his 
work at Pembroke Dock had been most 
praiseworthy. It was not a very large 
undertaking, but it had been most effi- 
ciently conducted. In his account of his 
wartime experiences he had failed to 
mention a personal aspect of the great 
blitz in May, 1941. At that time he (Mr. 
Clark Jackson) happened to be Gas Engi- 
meering Adviser to the Regional Com- 
missioners in Wales and it was his duty 
to go to Pembroke Dock as quickly as 
possible. He collected Mr. Johns (then 
of Swansea) on the way, and they were 
astounded at what they found. Outside 
the works gates a great crowd of men 
and women had assembled and_ they 
asked for him to meet them. With some 
misgivings he did so, and was impressed 
to find that they wanted to express their 
great appreciation of all that Mr. Rees 
had dome during that memorable night. 
His gallantry was brought to the notice 
of the Regional Commissioners and as a 
result he was decorated with the M.B.E. 
On the same occasion attention was 
drawn to the courage shown by Mrs. 
Rees, who supported her husband in his 
efforts and helped to vrovide shelter, tea, 
and buns for the occupants of the cot- 
tages around the works. 


In public life, Mr. Rees was am Alder- 
man of the ancient borough of Pembroke 
and served on a number of committees in 
the town and county of his adoption. He 
commended his remarks regarding the 
Wales Gas Board and the measures set 
up for the administration of the gas 
industry in Wales. He agreed with his 
remarks with reference to the group 
system and the excellent relationships 
which existed between the board execu- 
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tives, the members of the board, and the 
engineers and managers of the individual 
undertakings. 


Mr. E. M. Edwards, in seconding, said 
that all the former pupils of Mr. Clark 
Jackson had served under a hard task- 
master, but they were none the worse for 
it. In addition to those who had been 
President of the Association there were 
also Mr. Ivor Thomas (Aberystwyth), 
Mr. A. D. Howells (Abergavenny), and 
Mr. A. L. Thomas (Haverfordwest). 
According to tradition, the Presidential 
Address was not open to discussion, but 
the re-reading of it would be of assist- 
ance to many of them. They were under 
a debt of gratitude to Mr. Rees, who had 
given invaluable help to the Association 
for a long time, as a member of Council, 
Assistant Secretary, Secretary, and now 
as President. 


Mr. Darrell Rees briefly acknowledged 
the vote of thanks and the meeting 
adjourned for lunch. 


The afternoon session was devoted to 
the presentation and discussion of a 
series of short technical papers. A total 
of 15 members had undertaken to pre- 
sent short papers, but there was time for 
only seven of them. The meeting ex- 
pressed its cordial appreciation of the 
papers presented and agreed that similar 
facilities for the discussion of miscel- 
laneous technical matters should be pro- 
vided at future meetings. 


Luncheon Speeches 


Visitors and ladies brought the num- 
ber attending the official luncheon to 
close on 200. 


Mr. C. H. Chester, 0.8.£., President of 
the Institution, submitted the toast of the 
Association and expressed his satisfac- 
tion at having been able to discharge part 
of his duty, which was to visit 11 District 
Associations and 11 Junior Associations 
during his year of office. Mr. Darrell 
Rees was not only a good gas engineer 
but a member of a public authority—a 
natural combination when it was borne 
in mind that a gas engineer was brought 
up with a sense of public responsibility, 
and he had ably represented the Wales 
and Monmouthshire Association on the 
Council of the Institution. On behalf 
of the Institution he would like to say 
how pleased they were to know that they 
were to become a District Section. The 
functions of the Institution were clearly 
defined in its Roval Charter and in his 
view the District Sections would fulfil far 
greater responsibilities under the 12 area 
boards. His fellow members of the Gas 
Council were very sensible of the part 
played by the Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers for nearly 100 years. While the 
Institution itself was precluded from the 
commercial side it had been the prime 
mover in the establishment of the old 
British Commercial Gas Association, the 
Federation of Gas Employers, the 
National Gas Council, and the British 
Gas Council, which had been superseded 
by nationalisation. 


As the result of negotiations the Gas 
Council had accepted the offer of the 
Institution to act as technical advisers to 
the Gas Council in all the multifarious 
engineering, physical, and chemical acti- 
Vities which must go on in such an 
industry. The Gas Council had also 
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asked the Council of the Institution to 
second temporarily its Assistant Secre- 
tary, Mr. Higgins. to act as Secretary of 
the Education Committee of the Gas 
Council. These were the two main func- 
tions of the Institution and they had an 
excellent organisation within the Institu- 
tion to deal with those two fundamental 
points. They also had their Safety Rules 
Committee, Effluents Committee, and 
Education Committee, all of which were 
being reconstituted to meet the re- 
orientated gas industry of today. 


The Institution was looking to the Dis- 
trict Sections to give similar professional 
services within their own areas to their 
respective boards; the area boards were 
anxious that they should do so. There 
had been a lot of apprehension concern- 
ing the new set-up of the industry, but 
it had largely been dispersed. Prior to 
nationalisation they had little autono- 
mous groups within their areas—he had 
been in charge of one himself—but in the 
new teams they could get a great kick 
out of their work, and no man worth his 
salt need have any fear about joining a 
team, taking part in its work, and stand- 
ing by the result. He was sure they 
would support the Wales Gas Board in 
its important task. In coupling the 
name of the President with the toast, Mr. 
Chester paid tribute to the work of Mrs. 
Rees during the war and her support of 
her husband during his vear of office. 


The President, responding, said it was 
a great thrill to occupy that position, and 
he was glad that Mr. Clark Jackson, Mr. 
Edwards, and Mr. Dupont were there 
to share in the reflected glory. Mr. 
Edwards, in particular, had taken a lead 
in the advancement of the technical set- 
up of the Association and was respon- 
sible for the tightening up of the rules a 
few years ago to ensure that a high 
standard of efficiency should be main- 
tained. 


Mr. T. Mervyn Jones, M.A., LL.M., 
Chairman of the Wales Gas Board, pro- 
posed the toast of ‘ The Prosperity of the 
Borough of Tenby,’ coupling with it the 
name of Alderman P. R. Howells, 
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Deputy Mayor. On each occasion on 
which both Alderman and Mrs. Howells 
had submitted themselves to the elec- 
torate, he said, they had topped the poll. 
The President had referred to the smaller 
towns in Wales, and he would like to say 
publicly how much the Wales Gas Board 
had in mind the vital importance of 
developing an essential balanced economy 
in the country districts and how much 
they were convinced that the gas indus- 
try could contribute to that end. The 
gas industry had a vital part to play, and 
they could be assured that it would 
always be the determined endeavour of 
the board to assist in the fight they were 
making for improved conditions. 


Alderman P. R. Howells, Deputy 
Mayor of Tenby, briefly responded and 
apologised for the absence of the Mayor 
(who was attending a meeting of the 
E.T.U. at Margate). 


Mr. J. Powdrill, President-Elect, pro- 
posed the toast of the guests and especi- 
ally welcomed Mr. Chester, Alderman 
Howells, Alderman J. S. James (Mayor 
of Pembroke), Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, 
Secretary of the Institution of Gas Engi- 
neers, Alderman J. E. Emanuel, member 
of the Wales Gas Board, and Mr. J. S. 
Smith, Assistant Secretary, Gas Division, 
Ministry of Fuel and Power. 


Mr. J. S. Smith, in a humorous speech, 
responded on behalf of the visitors. 


The golf competition for the Upjohn 
Cup was played over the Tenby Golf 
Club course on the Thursday. The best 
score was returned by Mr. J. C. Clay 
(81— 11 = 70), but as he was not quali- 
fied by membership the cup was awarded 
to Mr. Darrell Rees (74 — 2 = 72). The 
standard scratch score for the course is 
74. The bowls competition for the 
Holme Hunt Trophy (rose bowl) was 
also played on the Thursday and the 
winner was Mr. C. C. Evans (Garw and 
Ogmore). There was a dinner-dance on 
both Thursday and Friday evenings. The 
golf and bowls prizes were presented at 
the first of these functions by Mrs. Dar- 
rell Rees. 


Publications Received 


We have received from the Institution 
of Gas Engineers the recently published 
Transactions, 1942-43. A new. grey 
edition, the 26th Report of the Gas Edu- 
cation Committee: 1948-49 (Comm. No. 
356/163), has also been published. This 
is available from the Institution at 
17, Grosvenor Crescent, London, S.W.1, 
price 2s. 6d., post free. 


In preparation for the Achema IX 
Exhibition and Convention, which will be 
held from July 9 to 16, at Frankfurt-on- 
Main, the Achema Year Book, 1940- 
50, has been published for intending 
visitors. It contains a series of scientific 
and technical articles, contributions from 
124 finms on their latest developments, 
contributions, and a directory of manu- 
facturers of laboratory equipment and 
works plant. The publishers are the 
Dechema, Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir 
chem. Apparatewesen E.V., Frankfurt 4, 
Postfach, by whom visitors’ notifications 
of attendance at the exhibition and con- 
vention will be accepted. 


Continued demand has led to a third 
and revised printing by the Society of 
Engineers of the booklet, Concrete 
Simply Explained, by V. S. Wigmore. 
Although designed primarily for the 
training of concrete operatives, this short 
treatise provides concise and simple in- 
formation for all who are concerned in 
works construction. It can be obtained 
from the Society at 17, Victoria Street, 
S.W.1, price 2s. (post free). 


The Institution of Heating and Venti- 
lating Engineers has published a revised 
edition of The Computation of Heat 
Requirements for Buildings, first pub- 
lished in 1942. A number of sections 
have been revised and the tables of 
thermal conductivity and resistivity, in 
addition to being revised, have been ex- 
tended to include new materials and a 
number of building materials which were 
not given in the original publication. 
The book is available from the Institu- 
tion at 75, Eaton Place, S.W.1, price 3s. 
net. 
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New Coke Oven Battery 
at Ford Motor Works 


Installation Will Contribute 


to Increased Export¢ 


N May 23 a pledsant ceremony at 
the Dagenham works of the Ford 
Motor Co., Ltd., heralded developments 
likely to further the nation’s export trade. 


Laying the first brick of a new battery 
of 48 Coppee under-fired coke ovens, 
the Chairman of the Company, Sir Row- 
land Smith, remarked that since they 
were the only motor vehicle manufac- 
turers in Europe who operated their own 
coke ovens, this must be considered quite 
an important feature in their history. 
Without bothering them with a mass of 
technical details, there were a few 
figures which would prove of general 
interest. The existing battery of 45 ovens 
had been in continuous use for 16 years. 
During that time no less than 4,400,000 
tons of coal had passed through them, 
giving the following quantities of pro- 
ducts: 3,400,000 tons of coke, 11,000,000 
gal. of benzole, 31,000,000 gal. of tar, 
and 320,000 tons of sulphate of ammonia. 


The old ovens had more than lived up 
to the average performance, since by the 
time the new ovens came into production 
they would have carbonised 4,800,000 
tons of coal. As the normal perform- 
ance over the life of a battery of ovens 
of this size was 4,500,000 tons, they 
could say that the Wilputte ovens had 
done a very good job. They expected 
to get a better quality of coke from the 
new ovens because they would get a 
longer coking time by having three addi- 
tional ovens. These developments were 
part of important expansion at. the 
Dagenham plant and were planned to 
aid them to build up the nation’s export 


‘ a y é 
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Left to right: Mr. T. L. Nuttall, Divi- 

sional Manager, Ford Motor Co., Ltd.; 

Mr. G. Mostart, Director of the Coppee 

Co. (Great Britain), Ltd.; and Sir Row- 

land Smith, Chairman of the Ford 
Motor Co., Ltd. 


trade in motor vehicles, and thus do their 
share to secure an improvement in the 
country’s serious economic situation. 
‘We must,’ he concluded, ‘ get Britain 
back where she belongs.’ 


Sir Rowland Smith was introduced by 
Mr. T. L. Nuttall, o.B.£., Divisional 
Manager, and later Sir Rowland was pre- 
sented with an engraved silver trowel by 
Mr. G. Mostart, Director of the Coppee 
Co. (Great Britain), Ltd. 


Sixteen years ago when the company 
put into operation 45 coke ovens for the 
purpose of supplying metallurgical coke 
for the new blast furnace, coke for use 
in the foundry and, at the same time, 
utilising the coal gas for process work in 
the factory this activity was part of the 
Ford programme to make as much as 
possible from the raw material to the 
finished article and thereby fit in with the 
extensive industrial programme being 
undertaken at that time. 


The coke oven plant was completely 
modern in every detail and incorporated 
many features which were at that time 
unusual in this country. As the plant 
was erected on the bank of the Thames, 
all coal was waterborne and unloaded on 
the company’s own wharf for transfer to 
storage. The battery was designed to 
carbonise 900 tons of coal per 24 hours, 
giving production of approximately 650 
tons of coke, about 6,000,000 cu.ft. of 
surplus gas for internal use, in addition 
to by-products. The by-product plant 
was also of the latest design, and it is 
significant that after 16 years, present-day 
practice differs only in small details from 
the original installation. The most un- 
usual feature of the plant is the cooling 
of the hot coke by circulation of inert 
gases through the coke, the heated gases 
in turn being used for steam raising. 
The amount of steam raised by this 
means each year is equivalent to what 
could be obtained by burning 12,000 tons 
of coal under normal boilers; therefore 
this quantity of coal is actually saved 
per annum. 


The coke ovens and by-product plant 
have worked continuously, night and day, 
from the time they were first put into 
operation. Through the war years the 
operating conditions were particularly 
difficult as the Dagenham works were 
directly in the path of enemy aircraft 
raiding London. In such circumstances 
and to prevent the glare previously 
thought inseparable from coke oven 
operation, the plant had at times to be 
worked under the most unorthodox con- 
ditions. In spite of the wear and tear 
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inseparable from such conditions, the 
plant today would seem to the un- 
initiated to be in performance and 
appearance equal to mew, as indeed the 
by-product section of the plant actually 
is. The ovens, however, although still 
working at full capacity, are approaching 
the generally accepted maximum span of 
life, and continuous smooth operation of 
the works and factory must be un- 
interrupted. It was, therefore, decided 
to build a further battery of ovens ty 
carbonise the same quantity of coal per 
day, namely, 900 tons, but with a view 
to obtaining a better coke, 48 ovens are 
being installed which will give a slightly 
longer coking time. 


The new ovens are of the latest under- 
fired design capable of being heated by 
rich coke oven gas or lean blast furnace 
gas, and are a distinct advance in design, 
giving greater operating economies and 
control facilities. The nature of the site 
makes it necessary that the whole stiuc- 
ture shall rest on piles which number in 
all 765—the piles being precast 14 in. 
square and with an average length of 
35 ft. The oven raft will serve as a 
capping raft for the piles and js designed 
as a whole, monolithic with the pinion 
end and oven super-structure. The 
finished basement raft provides the work- 
ing floor for operating the mechanism 
under the ovens, ample headroom being 
allowed. 


The types of refractory bricks chosen 
for the ovens include silica, silica quartz- 
ite, and anti-acid bricks to give suc- 
cessively reducing expansion co-eflicients 
where the changes of temperature are 
widest and most frequent during opera- 
tion, so as to minimise movement due 
to expansion and contraction. To pre- 
vent dragging of lower expanding 
materials situated below higher expand- 
ing brickwork and to prevent the forma- 
tion of cracks, the battery will be pro- 
vided with the Coppee patent steel rod 
and band system for controlling expan- 
sion, whereby large diameter rods are 
placed at each point where the composi 
tion of the bricks changes. The brick- 
work will, wherever possible, be well 
insulated to reduce heat losses to 4 
minimum. 


The fuel gas distribution system will 
be of the under-fired type with accurate 
control of gas quantity to each separate 
vertical flue by means of specially de- 
signed cocks which can be accurately and 
quickly set and changed at will. Header 
pipes carry the gas at any controlled pre- 
determined pressure so that a change of 
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A New Deal for the Consumer 


Mr. Noel-Baker Addresses Women’s Gas Council 


HE aims and benefits of nationalisa- 
tion were described by the Minister 
of Fuel and Power, the Rt. Hon. P. J. 
Noel-Baker, M.P., at the fifteenth 
Annual General Meeting of the Women’s 
Gas Council, at Caxton Hall, on May 22. 


Mr. Noel-Baker, after expressing his 
pleasure at being able to attend the 
meeting and his admiration of the work 
performed by the Women’s Gas Council, 
related some of the more amusing stories 
connected with the early days of the gas 
industry. His son, he explained, had 
given him a book entitled News from the 
Past, which contained, among other 
things a letter signed ‘Citizen,’ protest- 
ing against the perils of gas lighting. The 
author had desired to warn everybody 
that gas lamps were liable to exptode 
with the violence of gunpowder, but had 
no satisfactory solution to the problem 
of ignorance and carelessness in servants 
who might light the lamps incorrectly. 
This story blended with that of the West- 
minster Bridge lamplighters who refused 
to light the gas lamps for fear of being 
blown up. Still in historical mood, the 
Minister, remarking that he, too, was 
brought up in the valley of the Tweed, 
next turned to Sir Walter Scott. That 
great man, known to all the world for 
his writing, had made other contributions 
to the life of his time. One was his love 
of trees which caused him to send six 
foresters to work outward from his home 
filling the former bare, grassy river bed 
with lovely trees. But Sir Walter Scott 
also built a gasworks at Abbotsford for 
the very purpose for which the Women’s 
Gas Council was formed. He believed 
in gas and put it at Abbotsford so that 
poor people might have their lives trans- 
formed. There was a moral in this: 
Trees and gasworks go very well to- 
gether. Trees, grass and flowers should 
be thought of as part of new gas plant, 
and he hoped that the area boards would 





COKE OVENS — continued from p. 572. 


supply through one riser pipe does not 
affect the supply through adjacent riser 
Pipes. Self-sealing doors of massive con- 
struction will be provided on both the 
pusher and coke sides of the battery, and 
the main cast iron door framing will 
have detachable sections for holding the 
firebrick lining. The doors on the pusher 
side will be provided with leveller doors 
of an improved design. 


In order to cut down the loss of gas 
when charging the ovens, and at the 
same time have a cleaner atmosphere 
and working conditions for the opera- 
tors, double collector mains, one each 
side of the battery, are being provided 
with a connecting cross-over main 
coupled up to the existing suction main. 


The new chimney to be erected will be 
250 ft. high. This is 15 ft. higher than 
the present one. The extra height is 
necessary due to the fact that whereas 
at present air for combustion is supplied 
under pressure by fan, on the new design 
this will be obtained by natural draught. 
In the construction of these new ovens, 
including chimney, a total of 1,231,400 
bricks of 506 various shapes will be laid. 


make twentieth century Britain more 
beautiful than in the past. 

The Heyworth report, the Minister 
continued, showed clearly the direction 
towards larger groups of units and the 
trend towards integration. He hoped 
this integration would result in the elim- 
ination of the most inefficient units of 
production, and since it was a costly pro- 
cess, it was best done by an Act of 
Parliament. He hoped that it would 
bring great economies in technical per- 
sonnel and plant, and that research facili- 
ties would be co-ordinated. Scientific 
research was vital to fuel and power 
production. He hoped, moreover, that 
wasteful duplication might be avoided, 
and that these changes would permit the 
introduction of a standard consumer 
service—and a very high service had 
already been maintained in the gas 
industry. In this task Sir Edgar Sylvester 
and his colleagues were the trustees, and 
the Women’s Gas Council their helpers. 


the consultative councils and would , 
help to bring home to the public the new 
instrument they could use. The Women’s 
Gas Council had done much to inform 
housewives of the choice, costs, and 
merits of the different fuels and appli- 
ances; this work must continue. The 
widest possible choice must be given to 
every consumer, and in this the maximum 
co-operation must be achieved among the 
three fuel industries. Co-ordination and 
effort were required to achieve the maxi- 
mum result for the nation as a whole. 


Also a guest speaker, Sir Edgar 
Sylvester, K.B.E., Chairman of the Gas 
Council, supported Mr. Noel-Baker in 
many of his remarks. He had, he said, 
listened to the Minister with great 
interest and he applauded the view of 
co-operation between the fuel industries. 
However, as Chairman of the Gas 
Council and therefore spokesman of the 
gas industry, he thought perhaps he 


Left to right: Mr. Michael Milne-Watson, the Dowager Lady Nunburnholme, Dame 
Vera Laughton Mathews, D.B.E., the Rt. Hon. Philip J. Noel-Baker, M.P., Miss K. M. 
Halpin, 0.B.E. (President, Women’s Gas Council), and Sir Edgar Sylvester, K.B.E. 


Already results were being achieved. 
Mr. Noel-Baker instanced one area in 
which a district was riddled with com- 
plaints. Already it had been possible to 
integrate the supply, and as a result there 
had been an expansion in the use of 
cookers and other appliances. Nothing 
was of higher importance tham service. 
As an example of how the standards of 
the industry could be raised, the Minister 
mentioned the North Thames Gas 
Board’s most recent innovation, Radio 
Temgas, in which the intercommunication 
of the bomber and tank had been 
adapted for mobile repair units. 


The consultative councils were a new 
invention and of great importance. No 
one knew what part they might play in 
the future, not simply as a channel for 
complaints, but as a means of making 
the public understand the industry’s 
point of view and what it was doing 
for them. He hoped they (the W.G.C.) 
would do everything to call attention to 


might speak not so much of the broader 
issues, but om one or two ‘business 
details.” It was always best to begin 
with elementary foundations, and this 
would appear to necessitate some 
astounding platitudes. The gas industry 
existed to serve the public by supplying 
two main products—gas and coke. Of 
the total revenue of the industry, three- 
quarters came from the domestic load; 
in other words, from using gas in the 
homes of the people. It was important 
to bear this in mind, since homes were 
generally run by women and it was thus 
easy to see why the gas industry needed 
all the help it could get, particularly 
from such a body as the Women’s Gas 
Council. 


On the other side, the industry was 
almost entirely run by men. It was, 
however, very satisfactory that two area 
boards had a woman among their mem- 
bers; these ladies could do much to help 


(Continued at foot of p. 582) 
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Insight Into Modern Gasworks 


Scottish Consultative Council at Granton 


N May 10 the Scottish Gas Con- 

sultative Council paid a visit to the 
Granton Gasworks, Edinburgh. They 
were accompanied by Sir Andrew Clow, 
Chairman, Scottish Gas Board. Mr. 
Duncan D. Melvin, Mr. David Fulton 
and Mr. James Campbell, members of 
the board, were also present. The party 
was received by Mr. David Beavis, Engi- 
meer and Manager, Edinburgh under- 
taking, and shown over the works, visit- 
ing one of the retort houses, the com- 
pressor house, the mew water gas plant 
and, finally, made an ascent of the water- 
less gasholder. 


The company was afterwards enter- 
tained to tea. A special display of gas 
and coke appliances together with statis- 
tics relating to the distribution and 
marketing of coke was presented for the 
interest of members of the council. There 
were also displayed drawings showing 
the details of extensions to the gasworks, 
and each member was given a copy of 
a statement relating to the activities of 
ithe Edinburgh Group of undertakings. 


The Edinburgh Group supply area 
coincides with the Lothians coal field, 
which is scheduled for extensive devel- 
opment in the future. In this connec- 
tion, large housing extensions are being 
planned, and the demand for gas will be 
beyond the resources of the existing 
undertakings. Consideration is therefore 
being given to supplementing the gas 
supply in the area, and progress is being 
made with a scheme for giving a bulk 
supply from Edinburgh to Loanhead, 
where gasmaking will cease probably 
early in 1951. Enlargement of the main 
between Loanhead and Penicuik will 
considerably augment the Penicuik sup- 
ply and the provision of a main connect- 
ing Edinburgh with Musselburgh and 
Prestonpans will eventually enable the 
unsatisfactory works at Prestonpans to 
be closed down. In view, however, of 
the lack of available capital and the long 
time required for the delivery and erec- 


Members of the Scottish Gas Consultative Council at Granton works. 


Left to 


right: Mrs. C. Hill, Mr. A. F. Pollock, Provost Bell, Bailie R. West Russell, Dr. 
(Mrs.) J. R. Laing, Bailie S. Leitch, Miss A. Smith, Mr. R. B. McKinnell, Mr. D. 


Duncan, Mr. McCallum, 
tion of manufacturing plant, it will »e 
necessary for the more efficient units to 
continue in production for some time to 
come. 


To meet these increasing demands and 
the growing Edinburgh load, a third 
24 mill. cu.ft. per day carburetied water 
gas plant is at present under construc- 
tion at Granton, and contracts have been 
placed for extensions to the coal gas 
plant capable of producing a further 
4 mill. cu.ft. per day. 


A second similar coal gas extension is 
now being considered by the board, 
which will also provide 4 mill. cu.ft. per 
day. 

In conjunction with the gasmaking 
extensions mentioned above, new ancil- 
lary plant is required, consisting of con- 


Mrs. 


Mr. David Beavis, Engineer and Manager, Edinburgh District, describes water 
gas control equipment to Sir Andrew Clow, Chairman of the Scottish Gas Board, 


and Colonel G. Gardner-McLean, of the Gas Consultative Council. 


Left to 


right: Mr. D. D.’ Melvin (Scottish Gas Board), Mr. D. Beavis, Colonel G. Gardner- 
McLean, Sir Andrew Clow, and Mr. David Fulton. 


G. Cook, Mr. 


W. B. Mitchell. 


densers, exhausters, electro-detarrers, wet 
and dry purification plant, meters, and 
gasholders, together with extensive cca! 
handling, water, and electrical projecis. 


Contracts have already been placed to 
a value of more than £1 mill. 


The extensions at present envisaged 
for Granton works will raise the daily 
production capacity from 23 mill. to 
33 mill. cu.ft. per day, and the present 
works site amounting to 57 acres is 
capable of further development to close 
on 40 mill. cu.ft per day. In addition, 
there are 41 acres of ground owned by 
the Scottish Gas Board adjacent to the 
present works site, part of which is under 
cultivation and the remainder devoted to 
recreational facilities. 


Mr. A. T. Morrison, Chairman of the 
consultative council, thanked the board 
for providing an opportunity of gaining 
an insight into a modern gasworks. He 
spoke of the foresight of pioneers who 
planned the works im 1898, and Sir 
Andrew Clow, Chairman of the board, 
also commented that the Granton instal- 
lation reflected great credit on the care- 
ful management of the Edinburgh Cor- 
poration and the staff. 


Public Relations—In his inaugural 
address to the recent Institute of Public 
Relations at Hastings, Mr. Leslie 
Hardern, Public Relations Officer, North 
Thames Gas Board, said that the wide 
range of functions within the scope of 
public relations must be controlled by 
one person. If divided between officials 
of equal standing, there were great 
dangers of confusion, overlapping, and 
even clashing interpretations of policy. 


Telephone Numbers.—The telephone 
numbers of the Chester undertaking have 
been changed to Chester 22232/3 (Offices) 
and 24106 (Gasworks). 
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Southern Association to Become Two Sections 
First Officers Named at Spring General Meeting 


HE Spring General Meeting of the Southern Association of Gas Engineers 
and Managers was held at the Connaught Rooms, Kingsway, London, 
on May 23 under the Presidency of Mr. J. H. Dyde, Deputy Chairman 
of the Eastern Gas Board and Vice-President of the Institution of Gas 


Engineers. 
less there was a large attendance. 


Mr. J. M. Webber, Hon. Secretary and 
Treasurer, reported with regret the death 
of Mr. A. H. Andrews, a member since 
1913. 


Resignations were received from 
Messrs. J. B. Cattle (Dartmouth, a mem- 
ber since 1916), J. H. Donaldson 
(Sevenoaks, 1915), A. J. Kingdon 
(Paignton, 1924), C. H. Rutter (Crawley 
Down, 1916), W. J. Sandeman, J.p. (Croy- 
don, 1913), J. F. Tyndall (Deal, 1922), 
J. Urquhart (Hove, 1913), and H. Wil- 
kinson (Iver, 1912). 


The President said all the a om 
were due to retirement. Two of those 
who had resigned, Mr. Donaldson and 
Mr. Urquhart, had served the Associa- 
tion very well in the past in the capacity 
of auditors, and the meeting heartily 
endorsed his suggestion that a letter of 
appreciation should be sent to them. 


On the proposition of Mr. T. C. 
Battersby (Senior Vice-President), 
seconded by Mr. C. Bateman (Bath), the 
following new members were elected : 
E. I. W. Atkins (Sales and Service 
Manager, East Surrey Division, South 
Eastern Gas Board), M. A. Branch 
(Station Engineer, Guildford, Godalming, 
and Cranleigh), J. E. Davis (Chief Tech- 
nical Officer, South Eastern Gas Board), 
A. P. Jennings (Station Engineer, Ply- 
mouth and Devonport), W. J. H. Jordan 
(Divisional Chemist, West Surrey Divi- 
sion, South Eastern Gas Board), J. T. 
Veryard@ (Divisional Chemist, Brighton, 
South Eastern Gas Board), M. H. West- 
macott (Works Engineer, Ascot District, 
North Thames Gas Board), B. Wilkinson 
(Divisional Planning Engineer, Watford, 
Eastern Gas Board), and C. R. Ingham 
(Manager, Bristol Sub-Division, South 
Western Gas Board). 


The New Sections 


The President recalled that at the 
October meeting it was reported that the 
Association had already gone some way 
in its negotiations with the Institution 
towards the formation of District Sec- 
tions. A small sub-committee was 
appointed to handle details and subse- 
quently went into considerable detail in 
its discussions with the Institution. A set 
of rules was formulated to which the sub- 
committee agreed; nevertheless it felt, in 
spite of the fact that it had been given 
executive or mandatory powers, that it 
Should pass the matter back to the 
Eastern and Western Districts. The Dis- 
tricts endorsed the proposals and accord- 
ingly a letter was sent to the Institution. 
The letter came before the April meeting 
of the Council of the Institution and the 
application was formally accepted. 


A question arose as to whether there 
Should be one or two District Sections 
to succeed the main Association; whether 


Apologies for absence were received from 50 members; neverthe- 


the existing Districts should sever and 
become independent organisations, each 
with its own management committee, and 
the latter course was taken. The appli- 
cation was therefore submitted in two 
parts; one to form the London and 
Southern District Section of the Institu- 
tion, covering the territorial area of 
Greater London and the South East, 
along the south coast as far as Bourne- 
mouth; and the other to form the South 
Western District Section covering the 
remainder of the territorial area of the 
present main Association. There might 
possibly be some minor territorial adjust- 
ments but there would certainly be the 
two Sections. 


Membership Qualifications 


It had been agreed that those who 
were members of the Association on 
January 1, 1950, should automatically 
become members of the District Sections. 
So far as new members were concemed, 
anyone who had a qualification for some 
form of membership of the Institution— 
Corporate Member, Associate Member, 
or Associate—would be qualified to apply 
for membership of a District Section. 
The rules laid down that Associates 
should in the first place apply for mem- 
bership to the management committee 
and that all such applications should be 
accepted or rejected as the management 
committee should ‘in its absolute dis- 
cretion’ think fit. In the event of accept- 
ance the mame of the Associate was to 
be placed before the members of the 
District Section who by ballot would 
elect or reject. The rules left no doubt 
that in future to be a member of a Dis- 
trict Section one must have a qualifying 
membership of the Institution. 


The question of officers was also dealt 
with in the rules, which stated that the 
first officers and members of the manage- 
ment committee of a District Section 
should be such persons as were nomin- 
ated by the Council of the Institution. 
The Council had intimated that persons 
whose names were put forward by the 
Association would automatically be 
accepted as first officers. One other point 
about the officers was that the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman must be Corporate 
Members of the Institution, and in the 
case of the Southern Association this was 
rather different from the past. They 
had occasionally had as President a 
manager who was not necessarily a tech- 
nical man or even an Associate of the 
Institution; in future that would not 
be so. 


Decision in regard to the first officers 
had been a little difficult in that hitherto 
there had been a President and two Vice- 
Presidents of the main Association, and 
a Chairman and two Vice-Chairmen of 
each of the two Districts, and the Vice- 
Presidents and  Vice-Chairmen had 


reasonable aspirations in regard to reach- 
ing the chair. It was felt that those 
who had been elected to go forward as 
Senior and Junior Vice-Presidents of the 
main Association should have precedence 
over those elected in the Districts, but 
there remained some difficulty in the 
main Association and the Eastern Dis- 
trict. Mr. Battersby and Mr. W. K. Tate 
were Senior and Junior Vice-Presidents 
of the main Association, which would 
vanish under the new rules. Dr. A. E. 
Haffner was due to come forward as 
Chairman of the Eastern District, but he 
had agreed to stand down and allow Mr. 
Battersby to take precedence. Mr. Tate, 
having recently been Chairman of the 
Eastern District, was not anxious to go 
forward and Dr. Haffner therefore would 
become Vice-Chairman of the London 
and Southern District Section. In the 
Western District the position was easier 
and clearer, with Mr. Brown 
(Exeter) going forward as Chairman of 
the new South Western District Section, 
Mr. J. H. Lowther as Senior Vice- 
Chairman, and Mr. J. W. Denton as 
Junior Vice-Chairman. 


Officers and Committees 


The rest of the ‘first officers of the new 
District Sections will be: London and 
Southern : Junior Vice-Chairman, 
C. R. M. Croft; Auditors, C. F. Botley 
and H. A. Probin; Secretary and 
Treasurer, J. M. Webber; Management 
Committee, W. A. Barnett, D. B. Parkin- 
son, Dr. S. Pexton, H. Bradley, E. O. 
Rose, S. W. Hammond, A. Tran, 
J. Burns, and J. H. Hornby; District 
Member of Council, Lieut.-Col. J. A. 
Gould. South Western: Auditors, J. E. 
Wilkes and S. B. Jones; Secretary and 
Treasurer, A. Holman Dunn; Manage- 
ment Committee, L. P. Ingram, W. J. 
Baker, J. W. Dean, W. J. Imbrie, H. G. 
Stapley, R. J. Williams, and E. V. Dunn; 
District Member of Council, L. 
Ingram. 


The President also reported on discus- 
sions which had taken place at a Council 
meeting earlier in the day regarding the 
winding up of the Association. It was 
recommended that the President, Senior 
Vice-President, and Treasurer should 
formally be appointed liquidators for the 
purpose of effecting the winding up and 
the distribution of the balance of funds 
between the two District Sections pro rata 
according to the number of members on 
June 30, 1950. Their report would be 
presented at a meeting on October 24, 
which would constitute the last meeting 
of the Southern Association and the first 
joint meeting of the new District Sec- 
tions. The intention was to have a 
luncheon and to invite as mamy as 
possible of the past Presidents and other 
officers who had served during the life- 
time of the Southern Association. 


A formal resolution appointing Mr. 
Dyde, Mr. Battersby, and Mr. Webber 
as liquidators to deal with the winding 
up of the Association as indicated by 
President was proposed by Mr. C. F. 
Botley, seconded by Mr. C. Bateman, 
and carried unanimously. 
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Mr. Battersby expressed his thanks for 
his election as first Chairman of the 
London .and Southern District Section, 
tinged with some disappointment in that 
Dr. Haffner had been denied the privi- 
lege of going forward as Chairman of 
the Eastern District. He was glad Dr. 
Haffner had accepted office as Vice- 
Ohairman and would be supporting him 
during the year. He was also delighted 
that Mr. Webber was to carry on the 
duties of Secretary and Treasurer at least 
during the period of transition. Founda- 
tions had been well laid by the Southern 
Association and they would try to live 


When Coal Was 


EMBERS of the Southern Asso- 

ciation of Gas Engimeers and 
Managers (Western District) visited 
Bridgwater on May 16 for an inspection 
of the gasworks followed by a luncheon 
at the Royal Clarence Hotel given by the 
South Western Gas Board. 


The Chairman of the Western District 
is Mr. J. H. Cornish, Junr., Engineer 
and Manager of the Bridgwater works, 
whose family connections with the gas 
industry extend back for nearly a cen- 
tury, his father and grandfather having 
held the same position before him. 


A company of about 60 attended the 
luncheon which was presided over by 
Mr. C. H. Chester, 0.B.E., M.I.MECH.E., 
Chairman of the South Western Gas 
Board, who referred to Mr. Cornish’s 
honoured name in the industry. He went 
on to say that going about the country 
during the past year he had observed 
some apprehension among gas engineers 
as to their position in the new national- 
ised régime. 


In the past they had been subject only 
to a board of directors or a committee, 
but now they had to serve a much larger 
authority, the area of their particular 
board extending from Evesham to Pen- 
zance, a distance of 300 miles. One of 
his anxieties was to ensure that they were 
all following the common policy because 
they were all working in a team for the 
common weal. Right from the beginning 
they had planned decentralisation with 
the area divided into 11 groups and he 
believed there was full confidence be- 
tween the unit engineers and the sub- 
divisional managers. 


Mr. R. A. Forrest, Chairman of the 
Bridgwater Chamber of Commerce, 
spoke of the importance of costs to ex- 
ports, stating that the next two years 
would show whether this country could 
again take its place as a leader in world 
trade. 


The toast of the Borough of Bridg- 
water was proposed by Mr. T. C. 
Battersby, Senior Vice-President, 
Southern Association, who referred to 
the town’s great heritage and traditions. 


The Deputy Mayor, Lieut.-Col. 
R. Chamberlin, 0.8.£., who replied, paid 
a high tribute to the gas industry for the 
co-operation with the Town Council in 
their housing programme. 


‘The Southern Association’ was pro- 
posed by Councillor A. W. Loveys, 
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up to the high standards set for them. 
Mr. H. H. Brown similarly returned 
thanks for his election as first Chairman 
of the South Western District Section, 
having already thanked ithe Western 
District at its recent meeting at Bridg- 
water. He counted on the support of 
those who had been the backbone of 
the Association in the past and he hoped 
the year would be fruitful in the laying 
of the foundations of a useful structure. 
Mr. E. O. Rose (Divisional Engineer) 
and Mr. W. T. Gedge (Divisional Con- 
structional Engineer), Tottenham Divi- 
sion, Eastern Gas Board, then presented 


12s. 6d. per Ton 


Mayor of Taunton, Chairman of the 
South Western Gas Consultative Council, 
who alluded to the new status being 
introduced on July 1 when the Associa- 
tion would become the Western District 
of the Institution of Gas Engineers. 


Mr. J. H. Cornish, Junr., replying, said 
it was probably the last meeting of the 
Association in its present form. The 
new one would be a most useful organi- 
sation, particularly as they were assured 
of the full support of their Chairman. In 
1889 his grandfather, then President, 
noted an uvward tendency in the price 
of coal which added about 2d. per 1,000 
cu.ft. to the price of gas. Coal was 
then about 12s. 6d. to 15s. per ton 
delivered compared with about 75s. to- 
day, but the price of gas, then about 
3s. 3d. per 1,000 cu.fit., had not gone up 
in proportion. In 1933 his father was 
President and 17 years later it was his 
turn. 


The toast of the board was put by 
Mr. L. P. Ingram, the Chairman suitably 
replying. 


A brochure distributed to the visitors 
showed that gas output at Bridgwater has 
increased since 1919 from 102 mill. to 
345 mill. cu.ft., and consumers from 
2,776 to 6,900. A new gasholder with a 
capacity of 1 mill. cu.ft. is being erected 
this year. 


Jubilee Celebrations.—Thos. Glover 
and Co., Ltd., who are celebrating their 
centenary, and R. and A. Main, Ltd., 
their 75th anniversary, as well as the 
jubilee of the combined companies, held 
a cruise to the Kyles of Bute for some 
1,500 workers and friends on May 13. 
Special trains brought the employees 
from Edinburgh and the various mid- 
Scotland stations to Gourock where two 
steamers were chartered for the occasion. 


Medical Research Centre.—The new 
Medical Research Centre at Mill Hill, 
Middlesex, opened by the King and 
Queen on May 5, uses gas for nearly 
all the cooking in its kitchen. Many of 
the out-buildings are provided with hot 
water from six gas multipoint heaters, 
while in two other out-buildings two gas 
boilers are used for heating. Another 
out-building with a special use is heated 
by two gas air heaters. One 300 and 
one 750 Electrolux refrigerators are in 
use and there are no less than 780 bunsen 
burner points throughout the buildings. 
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a paper on ‘Forty Years of Reinforced 
Concrete, with special reference to 
Recent Developments.’ The paper and 
discussion will be published in a later 
issue of the Journal. 


A vote of thanks was accorded to the 
authors on the proposition of Mr. L. J. 
Clark, seconded by Mr. H. H. Brown. 


The President announced that the 
Summer Meeting of the Association 
would be held at Cambridge on June 27, 
when members, ladies, and visitors 
would be the guests of the Eastern Gas 
Board. 


S.B.G.I. Officers 


The following have been elected to 
serve the Society of British Gas Indus- 
tries for the session 1950-51 :— 


President; Sir Peter Bennett, M.-P. 


Council: Chairman, F. A. Hooper; 


Vice-Chairman, F. B. Holmes. 


Chairmen of Sections. 


1. Retort Setters. John F. West. 

2. Retort Mount- 
ings, Conden- 
sers, and Purify- 
ing Plant. 

3. Conveying Plant 
and Labour- 
saving §Mach- 
inery. R. Purnell. 

4. Gasholders. L. Walker. 

5. Meters. Col. W. R. Glover. 

6. Gas Stoves. P. D. M. Aird. 

7.Gas Lighting 
Equipment, Gas 
Fittings and 
Burners. P. Crawford Sugg. 

8. Manufacturers 
and Contractors 
for Gasworks, 
not included in 
the foregoing or 
following Sec- 
tions. 

9. Industrial 
Equipment. 

10. Fireclay Goods. 

11.Ewhausters, 
Boosters, and 
Compressors. 

12.Chemical and 
Residual Plant. 


B. C. Morton. 


W. H. G. Roach. 


Gas 
J. Fallon. 


S. J. Beale. 


G. F. Chambers. 


Maj. V. F. Gloag. 
13. Water Gas Plant. W. R. Beswick. 
14. Tubes and Pipes. H. H. Stone. 


15. Water Heaters. F. P. S. Stammers. 

16. Scientific Instru- R. E. Ashton. 
ments. 

17.Coke Ovens. H. Smith. 


Elective Members: D. Rider; H. S. 
Cheetham; Capt. (E) W. Gregson, R.N.R. 


Ex-Officio Members: Mr. R. B. Potter 
(Hon. Treasurer); Col. O. B. F. Planck 
(Hon. Secretary). 


The Minister of Fuel and Power has 
agreed with the stockholders’ representa- 
itive of the Hampton Court Gas Com- 
pany the compensation value of the 
Ordinary stock of the company, under 
Section 25 (2) of the Gas Act, 1948, as 
£102 10s. per £100 of stock. A conver- 
sion date will be specified shortly. 





R 
Ts 

re) 
Havin; 
seemec 
operat: 
theref 
there 


It cc 
Society 
the sho 
already 
things 
nationa 
Society 
organis 
or mig! 
Lookin 
reasoned 
that wl 
commit 
been c 
centrati 
sibility 
on the 
The ex 
use the 
for th 
reserve 
is pres 
be dec 
on. Ti 
holding 
meet it 
ever § 
develoy 
nation< 


Clos 
takings 
nations 
publici 
has be 
industr 
Comm 
formed 
after n 
nised | 
now bi 
of this 
and th 
have b 
that a’ 
concer! 
effectiv 
impro\y 


The 
under | 
Board 
cover 
by-pro 
draft v 
the Sc 
the Be 
advan 
gained 
compa 
gaswot 
has al 
receive 
proble: 

Hav 
Resear 
the Sc 


950 


iforced 
ice to 
er and 
a later 


to the 
ae re | 


own. 


at the 
ciation 
une 27, 
Visitors 
rm Gas 


ted to 
Indus- 


M.P. 
oper; 


Planck 


er has 
>senta- 
Com- 
f the 
under 
48, as 
onvel- 


May 31, 1950 


GAS JOURNAL 


Little Disturbance in Flow of Work 


S.B.G.I. Tribute to Smooth Change-Over 


RIBUTE is paid in the 45th annual report of the Council of the Society 
of British Gas Industries for 1949-50 to the smoothness of the change- 
over of the gas industry from private enterprise to State ownership. 
Having summarised the main features of nationalisation the report says there 
seemed to be implicit in the Gas Act an intention to pass right down to the 


operational unit as far as possible both authority and responsibility. 


While, 


therefore, on May 1, 1949, the industry opened a new chapter in its history, 
there was an air of tree enterprise about its structure. 


It could not be expected, and the 
Society has not expected, that within 
the short time since vesting date it would 
already have a clear picture of the way 
things would shape as the result of 
nationalisation, in the sense that the 
Society would know what course as an 
organisation to set to meet what would 
or might be required of it in the future. 
Looking at the position broadly, a 
reasonable expectation would seem to be 
that where hitherto in the industry joint 
committees, often without powers, have 
been called upon to act, in future con- 
centration both of authority and respon- 
sibility may well lead to clearer definition 
on the side of the nationalised industry. 
The extent to which the area boards will 
use the Gas Council to perform centrally 
for them services additional to those 
reserved to the Gas Council by the Act 
is presumably something that will only 
be decided stage by stage as time goes 
on. The Society’s Council is therefore 
holding itself in a state of readiness to 
meet in the interests of members what- 
ever situations may emerge from the 
development of policies consequent on 
nationalisation. 


Close Co-operation 


Close co-operation between gas under- 
takings and the Society’s members at a 
national level covering a whole range of 
publicity activities, including exhibitions, 
has been so much a feature of the 
industry since 1911 when the British 
Commercial Gas Association was 
formed, that its early re-establishment 
after nationalisation was generally recog- 
nised as important. The arrangements 
now being developed for future working 
of this sort between the Gas Council 
and the Society are even closer than they 
have been in the past, and to the extent 
that available facilities are used by all 
concerned, the industry’s capacity for 
effective publicity work will be notably 
improved. 


The Society has for some time had 
under negotiation with the National Coal 
Board a set of contract conditions to 
cover coke ovens and their appropriate 
by-product recovery plant based on a 
draft which at the request of the N.C.B. 
the Society prepared and submitted to 
the Board. These negotiations are well 
advanced, and using the experience thus 
gained the Society is now preparing a 
comparable set of conditions to cover 
gasworks plant which the Gas Council 
has already indicated its willingness to 
Teceive to help in consideration of the 
problem. 


Having reviewed the work of the Gas 
Research Board, the report states that 
the Society’s six representatives on the 


Council of the Gas Research Board con- 
tinue to play an important part in the 
work of the Board. The Gas Act im- 
posed upon the Gas Council the duty to 
settle from time to time in consultation 
with the Minister a general programme 
of research and to secure its carrying 
out. In due time this no doubt will have 
its effect upon the future of the Gas 
Research Board. 


Home Trade 


There has been little disturbance in 
the flow of work for the gas industry 
despite the opening of a new chapter in 
the industry’s history. Everyone engaged 
in production today knows how difficult 
and numerous are the problems with 
which contractors and manufacturers are 
faced, and the Society pays tribute to 
the smoothness and efficiency with which 
the change-over from private to public 
ownership has taken place. It has, of 
course, given rise to a number of re- 
adjustments but the incidence even of 
these has not been sufficiently serious to 
cause any notable interference with work 
in progress or with the placing of orders 
against future requirements. 


The needs of the gas supply industry 
have been met overall in increasing 
volume during the year by the Society’s 
members. Production of consumer appli- 
ances has been either maintained or in- 
creased in 1949 by comparison with 
1948, though on account of purchase tax 
production of gas water and space heat- 
ing appliances has remained well below 
a level that is economic for the manu- 
facturer and adequate to the meeds of 
the consumer. Indeed, unless the present 


trend is reversed there is grave doubt 


whether the gas industry will have suffi- 
cient firms engaged, for instance, in the 
gas water heater business to provide it 
with adequate productive capacity or the 
public with an adequate choice of appli- 
ances. The Ministry of Works has con- 
tinued to act as the production authority 
for appliances and meters. 


Gasworks Plant 


For gasworks plant the Ministry of 
Fuel and Power has continued to act as 
the production authority, and the produc- 
tion of plant of this class for the gas 
industry has overall kept the Society’s 
members so engaged well occupied 
during the year. By and large steel allo- 
cations seem to have been adequate for 
the progress of work in hand and there 
has been a satisfactory improvement in 
deliveries of silica refractories which 
until recently had been causing increas- 
ing anxiety. The members concerned 
have played an important part in the 


work undertaken during the year in 
revising standard specifications for re- 
fractory materials for gasworks. 


The Gas and Coke Oven Industries 
Export Group which the Society staffs 
and administers has “continued to deal 
with raw material allocations for the ex- 
port of gasworks and coke oven plant, 
appliances, and meters. The total value 
of export trade covered by the group’s 
activities is approximately £3 mill. 
annually. During the year there has 
been some improvement within this total 
in the export of appliances and meters, 
the annual value of this trade being now 
approximately £1 mill. Work has pro- 
ceeded with several large contracts for 
plant overseas. The Commonwealth 
countries provide the natural outlet for 
the industry’s exports, but in addition 
progress is being made in other markets 
such as those in Europe, the Middle 
East, and South America. 


The Gas Act left the members of the 
Society quite untouched, but both the 
Society and its members are conscious of 
the fact that nationalisation will bring 
changes which will ultimately and prob- 
ably increasingly affect them as time 
goes on. It is now, moreover, generally 
recognised that the economic tide in the 
world has changed and that the strength 
of the sellers market has largely dis- 
appeared. There are as well a number 
of national questions ‘that will be 
answered differently by whichever 
political party is in power which are of 
great importance to the future of the 
industrial life of the country. 


Incentive Must Continue 


The singularly happy relationships 
which have existed between gas under- 
takings and the Society’s members over a 
long period of years have been one of 
the most satisfactory characteristics of 
the industry. Each has made great and 
important contributions to the common 
pool of progress, and times without 
number contributions have been made in 
close co-operation. In the result im- 
portant advances in plant, equipment and 
appliances have been achieved. Looking 
to the future it does seem essential 
above all that incentive should be pre- 
served and that members should con- 
tinue to receive recognition that in their 
own sphere of contracting and manufac- 
turing activity they possess a know-how 
which is irreplaceable. Their anxiety is 
to serve the nationalised industry loyally 
and well, and their conviction is with 
the goodwill which exists on all sides 
that in a spirit of enterprise further 
notable progress to the common good 
will be made. 


Lord Dudley Gordon has succeeded 
Sir Frederick West as President of the 
Society. Capt. (E.) W. Gregson, R.N.R., 
has succeeded Mr. H. S. Cheetham as 
Chairman of the Council and Mr. F. A. 
Hooper has been elected to the office of 
Vice-Chairman of the Council. 


The names of the Society’s officers for 
1950-51 are published on p. 576. 
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URING May 15-19, Sir Edgar 
Sylvester, Chairman of the Gas 
Council, and Colonel Harold C. Smith, 
the Deputy Chairman, paid an informal 
visit to the North Western area where 
they were the guests of the North 
Western Gas Board. 


During their stay they visited the 
administrative headquarters of the board 
at Bridgwater House, Manchester; the 
offices of the Technical and Planning 
Division of the board at Bradford Road, 
Manchester; the Partington works of the 
Manchester undertaking; the works of 
Petrochemicals, Ltd., at Partington, which 
supplies petroleum refinery gas to the 
Partington works for blending with water 
gas; tthe St. Helens gasworks; and 
Radiant House, Liverpool—administra- 
tive headquarters of the Liverpool Group 
of undertakings. 


The visit to Partington was made by 
way of the Manchester Ship Canal from 
Salford Dock. The party included Sir 
William Kay, Deputy Chairman of the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company, and 
Sir Frederick J. West, former Chairman. 


The Chairman of the North Western 
Gas Board, Colonel W. Moncrieff Carr, 
Mr. A. Henshall, Deputy Chairman, Mr. 
H. Butters, full-time member, and Coun- 
cillor C. E. P. Stott, part-time member of 
the board and Chairman of the North 
Western Gas Consultative Committee, 
were also in the party, as were Mr. A. 
Basnett, Vice-Chairman, and Mr. Harold 
Hough, Employees’ Secretary, of the 
iINorth Western Area Joint Industrial 
Council, and Mr. T. Fernley, Vice- 
Chairman, and Mr. W. Cecil Wood, 
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Staffs Secretary, of the North Western 
Area Joint Council for Gas Staffs. 

At Partington and at St. Helens repre- 
sentatives of the workers and staffs were 
introduced to Sir Edgar and Colonel 
Smith at infonmal receptions, and Sir 
Edgar addressed them briefly on the 
future of the gas industry, expressing his 
appreciation of the loyalty they had 
shown during the first year of nationali- 
sation, and telling them the future held 
bigger opportunities than ever existed 
before. 

On the last day of their visit Sir Edgar 
and Colonel Smith were introduced to 
the 17 Group General Managers of the 
board at an informal meeting at which 
Colonel Carr presided. 


‘Many people will say we have been 
slow in making our organisation com- 
plete,’ Colonel Carr stated, ‘but we 
wanted to know where we were going, 
and before we made decisions we insisted 
on making thorough surveys. We had 
also to be sure that we were picking the 
right men for the right jobs and had to 
weigh personalities carefully. In deter- 
mining the new group organisation the 
board had to be sure that the structure 
of each group was right for that group. 
The board has not tried to make the 
groups identical. They have had to vary 
in size and organisation depending in 
each case on what was economic. The 
yardstick of our policy has been what is 
economically best. In solving our prob- 
lems we are applying to the uttermost 
the principle of decentralisation. We 
tried to solve them together. On each 
matter the group managers and their 
technicians come into the discussion and 
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other women by telling them what was 
being done. Everyone could judge what 
gas and coke could do for them—heat- 
ing, lighting, and refrigeration—but every 
now and again there came a day of 
reckoning and a gas bill was received. 
It was always the unknown which created 
fear, and if only housewives knew more 
of how the prices of gas and coke were 
arrived at. much friction might be 
avoided. Coke had to be sold in a com- 
petitive market and the price had to be 
fixed. It commanded a price per ton 
which compared with the price of coal 
but which was cheaper than that of 
anthracite. 


Sir Edgar referred to a letter pub- 
lished recently in the Press which asked 
why coke was as expensive as coal when 
it was only coal with all the goodness 
taken out. But, he pointed out, a ton 
of coke contained as much heat as a ton 
of coal—in fact, Ministry of Fuel and 
Power tests had shown that a coke fire 
had a far higher efficiency than a coal 
fire. Moreover, it was clean and without 
smoke. The industry knew only too well 
that coke contained incombustible matter, 
but the problem could be solved only 
by the National Coal Board; clean coke 
could come only from clean coal. 


Under nationalisation each area board 
had to balance its own accounts, and 
therefore the price of coke was 
governed by and itself governed the 
price of gas. The more that could be 


realised from coke, the lower would be 
the price of gas; on the other hand, if the 
price of coke was reduced, the price of 
gas would go up. Concluding, Sir 
Edgar admitted that he had only touched 
the fringe of this difficult subject, but 
he hoped that his remarks might encour- 
age others to follow along the lines he 
had suggested. Prices in the gas industry 
were fair and reasonable, and what was 
more, there was no mystery about them. 


Other speakers at the conference in- 
cluded Dame Vera Laughton Matthews, 
D.B.E., member of the South Eastern Gas 
Board, Mrs. Irene Barclay, B.A., F.R.I.C.S., 
member of the North Thames Gas 
Board, and Miss K. M. Halpin, 0.8.£., 
who occupied the chair and was re- 
elected President of the Women’s Gas 
Council. 


Among those present were Col. H. C. 
Smith, Deputy Chairman of the Gas 
Council, Mr. Michael Milne-Watson, 
Chairman of the North Thames Gas 
Board, Sir John Stephenson, Chairman of 
the Eastern Gas Board, Mr. G. le B. 
Diamond, Chairman of the West Mid- 
lands Gas Board, Mr. T. Mervyn Jones, 
Chairman of the Wales Gas Board. Mr. 
W. K. Hutchison, Chairman of the South 
Eastern Gas Board, Mr. F. M. 
Birks, Deputy Chairman of the North 
Thames Gas Board and Vice-President 
of the Institution of Gas Engineers, and 
Dr. W. T. K. Braunholtz, Secretary of 
the Institution. 
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headquarters do not attempt to lay down 
the law. We are building up, I believe, 
a really first-class team, and laying a sure 
foundation.’ 


Colonel Carr extended a warm wel- 
come to Sir Edgar and Colonel Smith on 
behalf of the board. 


Replying, Sir Edgar Sylvester said that 
the feature of the North Western Gas 
Board’s policy that struck him most 
forcibly was that the board made sure 
of its facts before acting. ‘This, I am 
sure, is right,’ he said. ‘ You will be all 
the stronger in future for having done 
this.’ 

Sir Edgar said that the first fact to be 
noted about the gas industry under 
nationalisation was its decentralised 
structure. Decentralisation should be 
carried right down through the whole 
structure of the industry to the humblest 
job in it. With decentralisation should 
go something that was inseparable from 
it: what he would call ‘ consultation.’ By 
this he meant taking their subordinates 
fully into their confidence about policy 
and plans. Used properly, consultation 
with the workers would result in men at 
all levels becoming true members of the 
team. 


Sir Edgar emphasised that the Gas 
Council was not superimposed on the 
gas industry, but was formed from within 
it. The Council could only make 
decisions by agreement ‘between the area 
board chairmen who were its members. 
It would be contrary to the Gas Act for 
the Council to make decisions affecting 
area board policy unless the members of 
the Council brought specific matters up 
ito be dealt with on a national basis. 
Finance, labour relations, fundamental 
research, and national publicity for the 
gas industry as a whole were the proper 
concern of the Council, Sir Edgar added. 
In regard to finance, the gas industry's 
capital investment programme was in his 
opinion inadequate to the needs of the 
future. 





Trade News 


The Gateshead factory of Thomas De 
La Rue & Co., Ltd. (Potterton Gas Divi- 
sion), has moved to North Shields. 
Correspondence should be addressed to 
Thomas De La Rue & Co., Ltd., Potter- 
ton Gas Division, West Chirton, North 
Shields. (Tel.: North Shields 1785-1790; 
telegrams, Delagas, North Shields). 


A new independent domestic boiler is 
described by Aga Heat, Ltd., Orchard 
House, Orchard Street, London, W.1, in 
an illustrated leaflet. The Agamatic 
boiler, which may be installed as a free 
standing unit or alongside the Aga 
cooker, can be used for a wide range 
of hot water and some central heating 
installations, comprising from 40 to 100 
gal. hot water storage capacity for hot 
water only, 40 gal. storage capacity to 
give domestic hot water supply and 100 
sq. ft. of radiating surface, or up_lo 
200 sq. ft. of radiating surface alone. The 
appliance, which has a cream, vitreous 
enamelled surface, has a _ calculated 
efficiency of 70%. 
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